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It XT MAY BE USEFUL FOR PRE8X0ENT THIEU»3 MORALE, DURING* THE* 

FLOOO OF NEWS OF CONGRESSIONAL 1 REVERSES ON CAMBOOlAN AIO, TO 
RECEIVE DIRECTLY FROM ME MY PERSONAL APPRECIATION OF THE STATE.' 

SCT£ U iV*JJ SH i N3T0N * WI W* YOU PLEASE REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AMO PERSONALLY DELIVER TO HIM THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE, IF GENERAL QUANG OR OTHERS SUGGEST THE MESSAGE BE 
RELAYED THROUGH THEM, YOU ARE TO POLITELY REFU8E SAYING YOUR 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO DELIVER THE MESSAGE OIRECTLY TO THE PRESIOENT' 
WITHIN MISSION, MAKE CONTENT KNOWN ONLY TO TOM POWGAR AND JOE * 
BENNETT • 


2, TEXT FOLLOWS! 


OEAR. MR, PRESIDENT! 


REAPING THE RECENT NEWS FROM WASHINGTON REGARDING* 
CONGRESSIONAL' ACTION ON INDOCHINA AID MUST GIVE YOU AND 
YOUR COLLEAGUES IN THE GOVERNMENT A FEELING OF: OlSCOURAOEf* 
MENT ABOUT THE CONSTANCY OF AMERICAN POLICY, THE NEWS 
FROM PHNOm PEnH IS INDEED RATHER BAD ANO CONTRIBUTES TO 
A CONGRESSIONAL S£v*SE OF HOPELESSNESS THAT FUTURE AID 
WOULD REALLY CHANGE THE COURSE OF EVENTS. ALTHOUGH THE 
ADMINISTRATION -/ILL STILL PERSEVERE IN ITS EFFORTS TO 
OBTAIN AID FOR CAMBODIA, IT NQW SEEMS QUITE LIKELY IT 
WILL NOT 3£ ENOUGH, ALTHOUGH I 00 NOT PERSONALLY EXPECT 
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FHMOM PENH TO FALL IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, 

mhat will be damaging to Vietnam will be the 

TENDENCY of THE CONGRESS Tp ORAW PARALLELS BETWEEN 
CAMBODIA ANO SOUTH VIETNAM. TO LESSEN THIS TENOENCY AS 
MUCH AS PQ83I8LE I DO NOT WANT' THE $300 MILLION 
supplemental TO COME TO A VOTE IN THE near future; 

THE CONGRESS WILL 8E TAKING A RECESS OVER EASTER. 

beginning march 21 to april : s, in the meantime, all* 

OF us HERE WILL BE QUIETLY WORKING TO OBTAIN A PUBLIC 
UNDERSTANDING THAT VIETNAM IS QUITE DIFFERENT ANO IS. 

QUITE ABLE TO TAKE CARE OF ITSELF, IF WE GIVE IT THE; 

AID WE PROMISED w£. «|OUlD FOR* THE NEXT FEW YEARS, I 
believe we will make SOME PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING THIS 
UNDERSTANDING Iv THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, YOUR INTERVIEW WITH 
THE JAPANESE NEWSMEN LAST WEEK WAS VERY GOOD, XT WOULD 
ALSO BE VERY USEFUL IF! YOU. COULD DIRECT THE’ PRIME! 

MINISTER ANO THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO PROVIDE AMBASSADOR 
PHOUNG WITH THE PUNDS WE. DISCUSSED, ALTHOUGH YOU TOLD 
ME YOU HAD OIRECTED THIS BE DONE, I AM INFORMED AMBASSADOR! 

PHOUNG HAS RECEIVED NOTHING, 

as i have told you before, i do not believe the' 

AMERICANS ARE NOW REALLY QUALIFIED TO GIVE YOU MILITARY 

advice; for its political effect, however, it would be 

USEFUL 1 IF THERE COULD BE AN OCCASION IN THE NEXT FEW 
WEEKS WHERE ThE RVNAF HaO PUBlXCLY GIVEN A SOUND BEATING 
TO NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES'. THE POLITICAL REACTION HERE 
WOULD BE VERY GOOD IF THIS SHOULD OCCUR, PERHAPS THE. 

forthcoming battles around tay ninh, or elsewhere in 

MR 3, WILL PROVIDE; SUCH AN OCCASION, 

THERE IS SOME FEAR EXPRESSED HERE THAT YOU MAY 
EXPENO TOO MUCH FORCE IN AN IMMEDIATE EFFORT TO RETAKE 
BAN ME THUOT, I HAVE SAID I HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE IN 
YOUR MILITARY DECISIONS AND THAT, LIKE GENERAL* GEORGE 
MARSHALL, YOUR MAIN OBJECTIVE IS TO 0E5TRQY THE ENEMY 
MAIN FORCE ELEMENTS AFTER WHICH YOU WILL TAKE BACK* THOSE: 

AREAS YOU CONSIDER VITAL TO THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM, 

i no have one suggestion', it has been my impression 
that general cao vein is very cautious in authorizing 

THE EXPENDITURE OF MUNITIONS UNTIL NEW APPRORl ATIONS 
ARE FORTHCOMING. ORDINARILY, THAT WOULD BE A WISE AND 
PRUDENT course, But it will help to GET THOSE APPROPRIATIONS. 

In adequate AMOUNTS IF. THE RVnAF IS SEEN BY THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE TO 3E NOT 0«‘LY HOLDING WELL, BUT ALSO CLEARLY 

winning a few engagements, i can assure you that the 

MUNITIONS WILL 3E FORTHCOMING, BUT we CAN GET THERE QUICKER 
ANO IN LARGER AMOUNTS IF wE HAVE A FEW WELLHPUBLXCIZED 
VICTORIES TO PRESENT AS EVIDENCE OF HOW WELL THE RVNAF 
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can really do, zn the present' situation a bit of a 
bauble: can pay off very handsomely, 

X ALSO SUGGEST THAT YOU INSTRUCT GENERAL- QUANG AND 
GENERAL! 8INH IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO CHECK WITH MRl. LEHMANN 
ANO MR, POLGAR ABOUT' THE EFFECT ON AMERICAN PUBLIC 
OPINION OF ANY FUTURE ACTIONS SUCH AS THE RECENT' 

ARRESTS op; THE JOURNALISTS, I 00 NOT PRESUME TO 
SUGGEST *HAT YOUR FINAL OECISlON SHOULD BE IN SUCH 
CASES, BUT IT *ishT 0Ei USEFUL TO HAVE OUR OPINION OF 
AMERICAN PUBLIC REACTION BEFORE YOU BEFORE THE- FlNAL : 

decision is made, 

IT IS GOING TO BE A TOUGH TIME AHEAO ON THE 
BATTLE front in VIETNAM. VERY SOON, I AM SURE, THE' 

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT *ILL AGREE WITH YOUR ASSESSMENT 
That what YOU NOW confront IS INOEEO A GENERALI OFFENSIVE: 
WHOSE INTENSITY MAY WELL' EXCEED THAT OF 19F2, IT IS 
ALSO GOINS TO BE A TOUGH TIME ON THE, BATTLEFRONT IN 
WASHINGTON ANO I BELIEVE I MAY SERVE; THE COMMON INTERESTS 
OF BOTH OUR COUNTRIES BY STAYING- HERE FQR A WHILES I CAN 
GIVE YOU THE MOST CATEGORIC ASSURANCE8 THAT TNE PRESIDENT 
ANO THE SECRETARIES 0F< STATE ANO DEFENSE ARE DETERMINED 
THAT when The WASHINGTON BATTLE IS OVER YOU WILL 1 HAVE 

the resources you *eep, with those i am certain the will; 

ANO DETERMINATION OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO REMAIN; FREE 
WILL! PREVAIL, 

SHOULO YOU WISH TO COMMUNICATE WITH ME DIRECTLY, 

MR, LEHMANN CAN SEND ANY MESSAGE' THROUGH THE TOTALLY 
SECURE CHANNELS PROVIDED BY THE WHITE HOUSE, 

WITH MY RESPECT, SINCERELY, GRAHAM MARTIN 
END TEXT, 


5, WARM REGARDS, 
0959 
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